
explaining Ajax



explaining Ajax?



“It’s really several 
technologies, each 
flourishing in its own 
right, coming 
together in powerful 
new ways.”
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“The name is 
shorthand for 
Asynchronous 
JavaScript + XML”
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speed



“If the traditional web 
was letter writing, 
Ajax is instant 
messaging.”



“Ajax is like roller 
skates for the Web.”



“Ajax is a way of 
communicating with 
the server without 
refreshing the whole 
page.”
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XMLHttpRequest
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“Big deal! I’ve been 
doing remote 
scripting for years.”



“It’s a whole new 
paradigm, baby!”



Am I Ajax or not?
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design challenges



“Don’t be too proud 
of this technological 
terror you have 
created.”



what’s happening?



what just happened?



conventions

status indicators
yellow fade

drag’n’drop



interesting moments



“As simple as 
possible... but no 
simpler.”



beyond the browser
the back button
bookmarking



discoverability



“Being able to justify 
every pixel.”



user testing



Accessibility
Just
Ain’t

eXciting



“It must still be 
accessible. It must 
be usable. If not, it is a 
cool useless piece of 
rubbish for some or 
many people.”





“Unless a way can be 
found to notify screen 
readers of updated 
content, AJAX 
techniques cannot be 
considered 
accessible.”



“This Ajax application 
is usable by screen-
reader users some of 
the time. They aren’t 
totally shut out, but it 
isn’t totally easy for 
them, either.”



“The power of the 
Web is in its 
universality. Access 
by everyone 
regardless of disability 
is an essential 
aspect.”
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